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FOR CHILDREN AT RISK ISSUES
A comprehensive, collaborative, and transformational Christian
response to the needs of children at risk worldwide

CHILDREN AT RISK IN INDIA - OVERVIEW

SOME LATEST STATISTICS
50% of children aged 6-18 years, do not go to
school.

India is known as youngest nation because
40% of India's population is below the age of
18 years, which, at 400 million, is the world's
largest child population. This creates a
context for opportunities as well as
challenges in India. In today's scenario the
challenges seem to outweigh the
opportunities available for children in India.
Children are vulnerable to marginalization,
discrimination and abuse in the society;
putting all children at risk. Ideally children
are considered to be integral part of the
family fabric however the ground reality
paints a different picture which is gloomy.

More than 50% of girls fail to enroll in school, and
those that do, are likely to drop out by the age of
12 years.
52% of children have gone through sexual abuse
in India.
As many as 5,484 children were sexually
assaulted and

This is just the tip of the iceberg as
there are many cases go unreported.

1,408 others killed in different parts of the country
last year.
Of the 12 million girls born in India, 1 million do
not see their first birthday.
The death of every sixth girl child is due to gender
discrimination.
1 out of every 4 girls is sexually abused before the
age of 4.
53% of girls in the age group of 5 to 9 years are
illiterate.
There are 17 million children in India who work.
There are about 44,476 children reported missing
in the country every year, nearly 11,000 children
remain untraced.
1.2 million child commercial sex workers
between the age of 5 and 15 years, and about 3.3
million children between 15 and 18 years.
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Despite the child protection laws in place its
implementation is not happening the way it should
as there are also gaps in regulation and monitoring.
Though these presenting problems are
symptomatic the root causes seem to be deeprooted in various aspects of the society. Therefore
the challenges they face are multifaceted, deeprooted and enormous. These challenges Indian
children faces ought to be addressed in a collective,
coordinated and collaborated manner in order to
bring about change.

N E T W O R K S
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BENGALURU - ASHA FORUM
Bengaluru (previously Bangalore) is the capital city of
Karnataka and is known as the 'Garden City' for its
beautiful gardens across the city. It is one of the biggest
cities of India, and is also the 27th largest city in the
world. The eclectic mix of cultures and people groups
makes it truly cosmopolitan.
Though the city seems highly developed with scores of
educational and research institutes, this does not
exclude the city from the violence against children. The
statistics show child labour and child abuse as major
issues that children face.

GAPS IN SERVICES
Advocacy for child rights
Addresses Child Sexual Abuse at Institutions like
Schools
Lack of Child Protection Policy where child activities
are held

NETWORK RESPONSE
To address child protection 'The Asha Forum Bangalore'
was initiated in August 2009. Since then, the network
with 15 agencies actively engaged from the city started
to address and advocate the need for protection of
children from Sexual Abuse and Trafficking. Currently,
The Asha Forum Bangalore is working on prevention of
sexual abuse in schools and is advocating for child
protection policies in schools, child care institutions and
churches.

BENGALURU
The statistics show child
labour and child abuse as
major issues that children
face in the city of Bangalore.
The Asha Forum Bangalore
is working on prevention of
sexual abuse in schools and
is advocating for child
protection policies.

N E T W O R K S
DEHRADUN
HIMALAYA NETWORK
Dehradun, which is the largest city in the region of
Uttarakhand forms the provisional capital of the city.
More than 70% of the total population lives in small
villages scattered all over the hill slopes. The city of
Dehradun, on the very edge of the Himalaya, faces
children-at-risk issues stemming from mountain
isolation and rural poverty and rural-urban migration.
The major Children-at-risk issues are; Child Labour, Girl
Child discrimination, Street – living, Lack of Health care,
Drugs and Addiction, and Rural/urban migration

GAPS IN SERVICES:
Lack of coordination and awareness
Improper implementation of programs at grass root
level
Geographical positioning

DEHRADUN
Network Response
The Viva Himalaya Network has, in
partnership with more than 40
organizations and churches, who are
working with children-at-risk in the
Garhwal region of Uttarakhand, identified
the issues faced by children in this area.
Along with the partners, Viva Himalaya
Network has implemented various
programs and conducted trainings and
workshops on the different tools of Viva,
like, Understanding God's Heart for
Children, Celebrating Children's Course,
World Weekend of Prayer, Right to
Education and Quality Improvement
System.

NETWORK HISTORY
The Viva Himalaya Network (VHN) is a movement of
Christian organizations, churches and individuals in the
Himalayan region of India, passionately concerned for
the holistic care of children, especially for the childrenat-risk. This Network was started in May 2007 with the
initiative of Viva India.
Vision
Our vision is for a fellowship of partners committed to
creating a society where every child is provided quality
care & support and has an opportunity to grow to their
full God-given potential, with dignity and love, as God
intends for them.
Mission
Our mission is to create a dynamic community for the
well-being of children through alliance building among
Christian organizations, churches and individuals in
order to provide a platform for collaborative; Christ
inspired interventions for children-at-risk.
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HYDERABAD
BLOSSOMS NETWORK
“Hyderabad,” this magical name brings to the mind's
eye visions of royal grandeur and leisurely “Nawabi”
(kingly) style. Hyderabad is one of the most important
economic centres of India, and is also gaining much
importance in the IT sector. It is a large urban area, with
the classic problem of large urban poor populations, and
in particular HIV&AIDS.
Hyderabad is India's sixth largest city with
approximately seven million inhabitants. There are
around 2,000 slums in and around the city of Hyderabad.
A slum settlement can range from 20 to 50,000
households. Each slum settlement shares the same
problems of poor water and sanitation, inadequate
housing and shelter, lack of education and access to basic
needs. This leads to poverty, poor health and being
susceptible to diseases (malaria, TB etc.) and a hand-tomouth existence for the many thousands of people living
there. To generate income, casual labour, including child
labour, is common, as is prostitution, as women seek to
find a source of income to provide for their families. As a
result, HIV&AIDS is prevalent, particularly in the slum
areas and amongst migrants to the city. Hyderabad is
now rated as the number one city for HIV&AIDS
prevalence in the State of Andhra Pradesh.

CHILDREN-AT-RISK ISSUES IN CITY
According to one of the Surveys there are about 40,000
street children in Twin Cities of Hyderabad and
Secunderabad. (Source: http://www.iindiaonline.com)
The rag pickers are very susceptible to diseases like
tuberculosis and cancer due to their exposure to
hazardous materials. (Source:
http://www.kamat.com)
There are 11,178 working children in Hyderabad,
of which 7299 are engaged in hazardous work and
are living in slums. (Source: www.cgg.gov.in)

HYDERABAD
GAPS IN SERVICES
Few services for the welfare of abandoned and slum
children.
Response to the care of children affected and
infected with HIV/AIDS.
No specific interventions to address child labour.
NETWORK RESPONSE
To emphasis more on scientific research to guide
policy and programme.
To enhance the response to vital issues like
HIV/AIDS and child labour, which are currently
given the least attention.
NETWORK HISTORY
Blossoms Network was formed in 2007 at Hyderabad
with the purpose of bringing Churches and Agencies
together for children-at-risk issues.
To promote partnerships among the agencies,
Blossoms Network, in partnership with Viva, hosted
the first 'India Cutting Edge: Making Children Visible':
a consultation for 210 people from across India, in
November 2008.
Blossoms Network conducted a survey and the
objective of the research was to find the Christian
responses to children-at-risk in the city so that
Blossoms Network can develop an effective strategy to
help Christian agencies to improve their effectiveness
in reaching children.
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NEW DELHI
New Delhi is the seat of political and media power, and
is the capital city of India. It has an estimated population
of 1,67,53,235 according to the latest census. According
to other estimates, from 200,000 to 300,000 people
migrate from adjoining states to permanently settle in
Delhi. There is, therefore, a felt shortage of primary
resources such as water, sanitation shelter and so on. The
estimated sex ratio in Delhi is 866 females per 1000
males. About 6.7 million are children within the age
group of 0-18 years. A major part of Delhi is
encompassed by slum areas, and according to a recent
survey conducted by Ministry of Housing and Poverty
Alleviation, one out of five persons of Delhi is a slum
dweller. This inevitably has a major impact on the life
chances of those children living in the slums.

NEW DELHI
NETWORK RESPONSE
Christian organizations are responding to 76,831
children of which 82% are slum-dwelling
children. 54 organizations are providing formal
and non formal education to children while 17 are
engaged in rehabilitation and residential care. 4
agencies have expertise in child healthcare and 3
agencies are engaged in counseling. Research,
advocacy and training have one agency each.
NETWORK HISTORY
The CYM Network was established in 2007 to
bridge the gaps among Christian organizations
working with children-at-risk in New Delhi and
the National Capital Region. The Network has
continued to grow over 5 years, to include
partners from various Churches and Christian
organizations working for children-at-risk. The
Network is not a formal registered body until
now. It is managed by a coordinator, and has a
team of a steering group, and members who meet
to discuss issues relating to children-at-risk in the
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CHILDREN-AT-RISK ISSUES IN CITY
NGOs estimates suggest about 4,00,000 working
children in Delhi
At least, 45,000 children living on the streets with no
parental or adult supervision and are financially selfsupporting for food and clothes
Majority are street workers, living with their families
in slums and resettlement colonies, as well as on
pavements
It is estimated that nearly 25% of all street children are
run away, migrant or missing children with no family
in Delhi
Child trafficking and forced sex work is on high
Child labour in the form of domestic workers is a well
organized crime which is not yet being addressed in
specific way
GAPS IN SERVICES
Child sexual abuse
Exploitative child labour
HIV/AIDS
Disability
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PATNA
CHILDREN-AT-RISK NETWORK
Patna, or Patliputra - the ancient capital city of India, is
the capital of the eastern state of Bihar. It is not a properly
planned city, has narrow roads, many slums, and is not
regarded as a place of choice in India. The population of
the town is around 2,00,000 in numbers. Education,
Infrastructure and other developmental works still lack
lustre, and need growth.
Migration to the city from the rural areas has led to rise in
problems like poverty, availability of food,
unemployment and crime.

CHILDREN-AT-RISK ISSUES IN CITY
The main children-at-risk issues in the city are lack of
quality education for the children of marginalized
section of the society, the large number of school dropouts, gender discrimination against girl child,
malnutrition, household poverty, child labour,
protection of children of daily wage earners, rickshaw
pullers, household servants and migrant workers.

PATNA
NETWORK HISTORY

GAPS IN SERVICES
Hollow government education machinery and lack of
volunteerism and integrity leading to a lack of quality
education
House hold poverty impacts the school drop-out rate
with no mechanism to prevent it
No real initiative from any corner to provide
nutritional support to the children
Lack of implementation of child labour laws to
prevent practice of employing child labour

The Network came into existence in the year
2011. Till now around 30 churches and
organizations have participated in the
different Network programs. The Network at
present is doing study of the work being
rendered by Christian churches and
organizations for Children-at-Risk.

NETWORK RESPONSE
Currently, the Network members are primarily
contributing to provide non-formal education in slums.
Some of them are also providing nutritional support.
Network has implemented a life skill training program
for adolescent children. After its inception the Network
has organized the National Consultation on Girl Child,
World Weekend of Prayer, Adolescent Life Skill
Training Program and Christmas Party.
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N E T W O R K S
VIJAYAWADA
VIJAYAWADA NETWORK FOR
CHILDREN
Vijayawada is a South-Central city in South India. It is
the third largest city in Andhra Pradesh with a
population of about 10,48,240 (2011 census) and is
located on the banks of the river Krishna. The city is well
known as education center with well established private
schools and colleges.
Major types of children-at-risk were identified
including
Street and slum children affected by poverty
Orphan and abandoned children,
Child abuse and child labour
HIV/AIDS affected/infected
Runaway children on the railway station,
Gender discrimination against girls

VIJAYAWADA
Vijayawada network is currently addressing
the gap of education for girls by advocating
Right to free and compulsory education act
implanted by the government of India.

GAPS IN SERVICES
No consistent services/interventions to address child
labour and abuse
Large number of school dropouts due to poverty
Child marriages

NETWORK RESPONSE
The network is currently addressing the gap of
education for girls by advocating Right to free and
compulsory education act implanted by the government
of India. Identifying dropout girls in the target
communities and enrolling them back in school and
providing tuition support for them to sustain in schools
has seen tremendous progress in the girl's lives.

NETWORK'S HISTORY
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The Vijayawada network for children was started in
January, 2009 with 18 participating organizations that
work together for educational assistance, care,
rehabilitation, development and empowerment.

VIVA'S WORK IN INDIA
Viva's mission is to inspire and enable effective collaborations among Christians, providing sustainable
solutions to the needs of vulnerable children. Viva's strategic goal is to demonstrate that the church is
amongst the largest bodies of care for children-at-risk and that when the Church works together she can
transform her community. Since 2006, Viva in India, has built 6 local networks of Churches and Christian
organizations with about 150 members serving 20,000 children in the cities of Bangalore, Dehradun, Delhi,
Patna, Hyderabad and Vijayawada. It has also supported 6 other networks in Madurai, Pune, Gurgaon,
Kolkata Ahmadabad, and Chandigarh with appropriate resources and connections. Through network
consultancy, Viva India has encouraged collaborative project proposal development in each network.
Viva has mapped the Christian response to children-at-risk in the cities of Bangalore, Dehradun, Delhi,
Hyderabad, Kolkata and Vijayawada.
The Network model of Viva crosses denominational boundaries and facilitates the local church to link
together with other Christian actors, as well as local agencies and community stakeholders, to develop a
collaborative strategy to address the issues facing children-at-risk. The network can recognise local
community needs, and identify gaps in service provision as well as offering the Local Church leverage for
advocacy and lasting change at local and national level.

VIVA'S STRATEGY
Viva's Network Development Process: Viva's goal for network partners is for
them to be able to deliver collaborative projects making demonstrable and
significant change for children-at-risk using the following framework:

Viva Locate

Viva Connect

Viva Equip

Viva Engage

Viva Collaborate

Viva Locate identifies the needs of the children, the people projects, churches currently responding
and the opportunities for collaboration;
Viva Connect develops the network as a stable platform to enhance existing efforts and pursue
greater impact by working together;
Viva Equip provides common training needs and develops the capacity to work together on a wider
scale;
Viva Engage seeks to engage churches in integral mission around children and identify and pursue
a common agenda between churches and projects for children;
Viva Collaborate builds the trust and confidence to implement larger programs of joint action that
ultimately include collaborative 'solutions' and community transformation.

For more information log on to www.viva.org

HOW CAN YOU

PARTNER WITH VIVA INDIA

PARTNER THROUGH PRAYER
PARTNER BY VOLUNTEERING
PARTNER BY SUPPORTING THE NETWORK
PARTNER BY SUPPORTING VIVA INDIA
CONTACT DETAILS
THE VIVA INDIA TRUST
C/O CMAI BUILDING
PLOT NO 2, A 3 BLOCK
JANAKPURI
NEW DELHI-110058
EMAIL/WEBSITE: viva@india.org ; www.viva.org
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Viva India, C/o CMAI, Plot No. 2, A-3,
Local Shopping Centre,
Janakpuri, New Delhi – 110058
T: +91-11-25617772 M: +91-11-25617772
E: india@viva.org
W: www.india.viva.org
B:http://viva-togetherforchildren.blogspot.com/

